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VAHE SARKSIAN was born in Yegheknatsor, the Republic of Armenia.
In 2009 he graduated from the History Department of Yervan State Univer-
sity. Between 2009 and 2011 he served in the army. In 2013 he graduated
with an MA degree from the Institute of History of the National Academy
of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia. Since May 2014 he has been a

research fellow in the Ancient History section of the Institute of History.
Currently he is writing his thesis on “G. F Lehmann-Haupt’'s Research

Work on the History of the Van Kingdom.”
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Relations between the Armenian Plateau and Egypt during the 2~
and 1% Millennia BC

During the 1981 excavations of the Medzamor ancient graveyard the sardi-
on seal of Amenhoteb Il (mid-XIV century BC) was discovered. The author
tries to contextualize this find and give a scientific explanation for its exist-
ence in the Armenian Highlands. Accordingly, the author briefly explores
the relations between the Armenian Plateau and Egypt of the time,

Both the upper Mesopotamian state of Mitani and Egypt contested the
lands of Syria and Palestine, which were located between them. This on-
going war came to an end through matrimonial diplomacy, which lasted for
at least three generations in the 14* century BC.

Relations between the Kingdom of Van and Egypt were based on a com-
mon enemy, Assyria. With the disappearance of the Assyrian Empire,
Pharaoh Nekh II's (610-595 BC) armies arrived at the southern doorstep
of the Armenian Plateau, namely the city of Kharan. Shortly after the
founding of the Achaemenid State in 550B8C, both Armenia and Egypt
were incorporated into the empire. In 69 BC Tigranes the Great occupied

Ptolomy's city neighboring Eqypt.
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DR. ARDAG MAGHALIAN was born in Yerevan in 1977. In 2001 he

graduated with honors from Yerevan State University and received his
MA in 2003. In 2007 he defended his dissertation on “The Melik Families
of Artsakh in the 17"-19" Centuries.” He has authored a number of re-
search papers and has participated in @ number of conferences. His book
The Melik Families of Artsakh in the 17"-19" Centuries was published
in Armenian in 2007 and in Russian in 2012. His book on the historical
documents of the Nadir Shah era was published in Armenian in 2010.
In 2016 he translated and published 19" century historiographer Mirza

Adigeozal Beg's book Gharabagh Namé.
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Armenian Travelers on Ethiopia and Ethiopian-Armenian Relations

Armenian-Ethiopian relations have centuries of history due to the close ties
of the two churches.

In 1678 Arch. Hovhannes Tutundiji visited Ethiopia and wrote an interesting
volume about his travels there. In the late-17" century, Avedik Baghdasar-
ian Dikranagerditsi visited the country and dedicated a chapter to Ethiopia
in his book. In 1764 a merchant, Hovhannes Tovmadjan, visited Ethiopia
and wrote a chapter about the country in his book. In 1871 after returning
from Ethiopia, Father Dimotios Saprichian published a two-volume book

on his travels there.

These documents and publications aré important primary sources for the
study of Ethiopia and Ethiopian-Armenian relations.
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