THE OFFICIAL LIST OF THE CATHOLICOI OF “AGHUANK*”
OR OF THE SEE OF GANDZASAR

ARTAK V. MAGHALYAN

Manuscript No. 2561 of the Mashtots‘ Matenadaran in Erevan, dated 1664, is a copy
of the History of the Land of the Aghuank‘ by Movsés Kaghankatuats‘i. At a later
date, an official list of the Catholicoi of the Aghuank‘ or of the See of Gandzasar was
added to the manuscript (folia 262r—263r).

The previous owner of this manuscript was the renowned archaeologist and
philologist Khach‘ik Tsayragoyn Vardapet Dadian,' who published a description of
the manuscript with the full text of its lengthy colophon in the periodical Ararat in
1895.2 His handwritten copy of the colophon, penned in Shahbulagh on February 25,
1889, with the added list of the names of the Catholicoi of the “Aghuank®,” is now
kept at the Catholicosal archive of the Matenadaran.’

The official list begins under the rubric “Names of the Patriarchs of the Aghuank®,
Their Years and Accomplishments.”4 The work of a continuator, the list starts with
the 44th Catholicos, Markos, who succeeded Lord Movsés in 993, and ends with
those who held the office down to the middle of the 18th century. The continuator
utilized Mkhit‘ar Gosh’s “Catholicoi and Events in the Land of the Aghuank®
through the 12th Century™ for the hierarchs of that period.

Judging from the remark “even at this time, 1185 [of the Armenian Era]” in the
line pertaining to Catholicos Nersés, the list was prepared in 1736. What follows,
with the succession of Israel Jraberdts‘i, was added in 1763, just before the end of
the three-year rivalry for the office, when it was usurped by Hovhanns Hasan-
Jalalian (1763-1786).°

Hovhann&s Hasan-Jalalian was succeeded by the rival Catholicoi Simeon
Jraberdts‘i (1794-1810) and Sargis Hasan-Jalalian (1794-1798, 1812°1815), the
brother of the late Catholicos Hovhannés. The demise of the See of Gandzasar came
in 1815, when the rank of its hierarch was reduced to that of a Metropolitan by a
decree of the Tzar, as a result of the intervention of the Catholicos of All Armenians.

" Yakob Y. T*op‘chian, 8nigulj dkpwgpug Dwunpkwh Fowshl Juppuuyknh (Catalogue of Khach*ik
Vardapet Dadian’s Manuscripts) (Vagharshapat: Mother See Press, 1898), 1:100-1.

? Ararat, 10 (1895): 378-80.

* Matenadaran, Catholicosal Archive, fold. 240, doc. 132. This copy, with some omissions (see nn. 9 and
10, below), was published by Lefnik A. Mkrtumyan, Unyulhg (Fmbdwuwph) Jupnnhlnunipiniip
XVII-XIX nn. (The Catholicosate of the Aghuank‘ [Gandzasar], XVII-XIX Centuries) (Erevan: Tntesaget,
2006), 217-19.

* Movses Kaghankatuats‘i, Duwninippili Unniwiihg wiphruphh (History of the Land of the Aghuank®),
ed. Varag Aé¢ak‘elyan (Erevan: Arm. SSR Acad. of Sciences, 1983), 347; Eng. trans., Charles J.F.
Dowsett, The History of the Caucasian Albanians by Movsés Dasxuranc i (London: Oxford University
Press, 1961), 231.

* Mkhit‘ar Gosh, “Uwpnnhlnup kL ntyp Unniwithg wyhiuphhit h dkp &R quipnt” (“Catholicoi and
Incidents in the Land of the Aghuank® through the 12th Century”); see Ghewond Alishan, Zuywuwwnnid
(Armenian History) (Venice: San Lazarro, 1901), 384-91.

% Simgon Erewants‘i, Quipp (Jambi), ed. Vazgen G. Hambardzumyan (Erevan: Mughni, 2003), 125-26;
Eng. trans., George A. Bournoutian, Kat ‘oghikos Siméon of Erevan: Jambr (Costa Mesa, CA: Mazda,
2009), 182.
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For the remainder of his life, Catholicos Sargis was Metropolitan (1815-1828). His
death marks the end of the vestiges of the Catholicosate of the See of Gandzasar.

It should be noted that this concise list is an important source for the study of the
history of the Catholicosate of Gandzasar in particular and of Artsakh in general. The
text provided below is that of M2561, fols. 262r—263r.

Utnmip hugpungknwgh Unnuwihg, wilp ki qnpép anght'’

(262w)

Stp Uwplynu wyph Uuwninisng. v (44)

Skn 8nyukih LZ (1021)7. G (45)

Stp Uwplnu. vQ (46)

Stp Untthwtinu. vk (47)

Stp 8ohwuku. Iul (48)

Stp Unbthwinu - wd h b Yku. v (49)

Stp Quughlju® @ppgnphu whnimbkght. O (50)

Stp PLdkL, np Epny qupql & dunw wouuph. OU (51)

Sktp Ukpuku. OF (52)

Stp Unbihwbnu - wdu fu (40). 02 (53)

Skp Ukpulku - wdu 2 (6). 12 (1235). O} (54)

Skp Unkihuwlnu. 29U (1262). OF (55)

Uju upongu F Juwpnighynu E knkwy * Uniphwu & Mkwnpnu, sjupugup
puwlay quupgl qhup dpdbubg. 02 (56)

Stp Unbthwlnu Jujudwmih 22R (1323). OF (57)

Skp GQupunykwn NOT (1406). OC (58), upliskr N2S (1424) quup qphii:

Stp Uwplknu N2 (1436). O (59)

Stp Upwiwu - wd dh. G (60)

Stp 8niyjhwililibu ' npph Kwyuyhb. M1 (1441). QU (61)

Sktp Uwipknu. Q9 (1454). YR (62)

Sktp Ununnwlku. QPF (1473). U9 (63)

Stp Ukpultu hwuwnmwwnkgui jUpnnl hip QPE (1478). G} (64)

(262p)

Skp Cuunni QI (1481). UE (65)

Skp Pniduy Unlinpinikgh KL (1481). 42 (66)

Stp Unwply QL upislks QUG (1481-1496). qunup qphi unpuw Ungnipinih
hpl Eybnkginyli. GE (67)

Skp Upuwnnwulku QUE (1516). 4L (68)

Stp Uwipghu* 29 (1554) piyhll Juijudwih vwshing nojunkgh. Q20 (1539).
g (69)

Skp Qphgnphu nipugnnlb. (26 (1556). 2 (70)°

Skp tunppe Upowdnpkgh. byl wdpl fubnnkl Jupibuy dudwnwbk

"In the above cited work by Mkrtumyan, Unywithg (@uldwuwph) Jupnnhynunipiniip, 218, the
date is given mistakenly as UL (408 = A.D. 959), at which time the Catholicos in office was Dawit* (958-
965).

8 M1)<rtumyan, mistakenly, has Dawit* (ibid.).

® Strangely enough, Mkrtumyan omits this important line even though it is found in the copy utilized by
him (see Matenadaran, Catholicosal Archive, fold. 240, doc. 132; cf. Mkrtumyan, Uniyjuihg
(Qubdwuwph) Jupnnhinunipnilip, 219). This and another omission (see the next note) distort the
rest of the Catholicosal successions.
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Quibdwuwpnt swp wbhskwyp Pusha. 2U (71)

Skp @hjhyyynu Snidkgh. [FFE (1563). 2R (72)

Stp 8nhwiiiku [}PE (1576), [FLE (1586) Juijudwlih. 29 (73)

Skp Suwinl ML-1}Y (1581-1611) puihl Lojunnwllgh. 23 (74)°

Stp Uppuwnwlku (MLE (1588) LnjuwnulEgh. 2E (75)

Sktp Ulphulp Upupbgh. (MuPR (1593). 22 (76)

Sktp Updkol Lnjunnwuljbgh. (MG (1596). ZE (77)

Sktp 8nyhwibku* Gubdny EjEnkging phlionl. 2L (1633). 2L (78)

Skp @phgnp. 329, Jupudwubh (KR (1634-1653). 2L0 (79)

Sktp MEwnpnu wbdfkgh. (263w) [PKF, Jupudmih (2KPY (1653-1675). 2 (80)

Skp Ukphulp biu ju Upwipkgh. unip wihwpgly plwlbuy JEpd
Qubdwuwpnt, jhnl ni junwel shuguip. QU (81)

Stp Updtol piinphujpp Quipwipkppen:t Uks Uniikginy. 2F (82)

Skp Bpkupuy Kuykgh. (FKPE (1676) hwljunwlkuy, wbdundp wnkuy
qwpnighinuniphiil. b Jhwupl Jupklh swpswpwbop, np funphl wneowwmbwy
nll Bppuy wimb Eywhulnynu whmwh Juwpninhlnu, b w dkplunpk Skp
Epbupuyl. winwhkh Jupninhlnu. 29 (83)

Stp Buuyh Lnjunnufbgh. Ubpd Yubdwuwpni. 27 (84)

Stp Ukpultu dbnquuwpn, jEnpl pontunwugbw). (K0T (1706) kL uydd
&G (1736). 2 (85)

Skp Pupuyky UkS Uniikhg, np uydd Jupk gdnnminipnu (MUGE (1763). [22]
(86)

“Names of the Patriarchs of the Aghuank ‘: Their Years and Accomplishments”
[262r]
Lord Markos, the man of God — 44
Lord Hovsép* 470 (1021) — 45
Lord Markos — 46
Lord Step‘anos — 47
Lord Hohannés — 48
Lord Step‘anos — a year and a half — 49
Lord Gagik — who was named Grigoris — 50
Lord Bézhken — who renounced his rank and entered the world —51
Lord Nersés — 52
Lord Step‘anos — forty years — 53
Lord Nersés — six years, 684 (1235) — 54
Lord Step‘anos — 711 (1262) — 55
There were two Catholicoi at this time, Suk‘ias and Peter. We were unable to
determine their order of succession — 56
Lord Step‘anos died — 772 (1323) — 57
Lord Karapet — 855 (1406) — 58; until 873 (A.D. 1424), we found the date.
Lord Mat‘@os — 885 (1436) — 59
Lord At‘anas — one year — 60
Lord Hovhanngs, son of Chalal — 890 (1441)!! — 61

' This line too is omitted in Mkrtumyan’s edition (ibid.).

' At the Matenadaran is kept a decree issued to Catholicos Hovhannés of Gandzasar on August 6, 1462,
by Begum-Khat‘un, the wife of Kara-Koyunlu Sultan Jhanshah, confirming his rights and privileges; see
Hakob P‘ap‘azyan, ed., Uwnnkimnupwih wupulbpki Judbpugpkpp. 1. Zpnjupunulakp. Prak 1
(ZE-7ZZ dd.) (The Persian Documents at the Matenadaran, 1: Decrees. Volume 1 [15"-16" ¢.]), (Erevan:
Matenadaran, 1956), 45-47; for a Russian copy, see Matenadaran, Catholicosal Archive, fold. 241, doc.
197. Catholicos Hovhannés died in 1470, according to the inscription on his tomb at the Church of Surb
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Lord Mat‘@os — 903 (1454) — 62

Lord Afstakés — 922 (1473) — 63

Lord Nersés was confirmed in his seat — 927 (1478) — 64

[262v]

Lord Shmavon — 930 (1481)"? — 65

Lord T‘umay Sokot‘luets‘i — 930 (1481) — 66

Lord Arak‘el — 930-945 (1481-1496). We found his dates in the old church of
Sogut‘lu — 67

Lord Arstakés — 965 (A.D. 1516) — 68

Lord Sargis — 1003 (1554). Khach‘inu Ghshlaghets‘i died in the year 988 (1539)
— 69

Lord Grigoris the defector — 1005 (A.D. 1556) — 70

Lord Dawit® Arjadzorets‘i was hanged in the rectory of Gandzasar by the wicked,
those accursed by the Cross — 71

Lord Pilippos Tumets‘i — 1012 (A.D. 1563) — 72

Lord Hovhannés — 1025, died in 1035 (1576-1586) — 73

Lord Shmawon — 1030, <died> in the year 1060 (1581-1611), K olatakets‘i —
74

Lord Aristakés — 1037 (1588), K‘olatakets‘i — 75

Lord Melkisét* Arashets‘i —1042 (1593) — 76

Lord Sim&on K‘olatakets‘i — 1045 (1596) — 77

Lord Hovhann&s,'? the builder of the church of Ganch'* — 1082 (1633) — 78

Lord Grigor — 1083, died 1102 (1634—1653) — 79

Lord Petros Khandzketsi [263r] — 1102, died 1124 (1653-1675)'° — 80

Lord Mélkisat‘, a second, Arashets‘i'’ — dwelt quite uninhibitedly near
Gandzasar; we heard nothing of what preceded and followed <him> — 81

Lord Siméon the Graceful, of Jarabert‘'® in Greater Kuné — 82

Hakob in Metsiran: “Uju t hwighuwn Stp Nghwitu jupnnhlynuhtt Unquihg. py. 46 (1470)”
(This is the repose of Lord Ovhangs, Catholicos of the Aghvank‘, 919); see Sedrak G. Barkhudaryan, ed.,
Thyull huy yYhdwgpnippull, wp. V, Upgwfu (Archive of Armenian Rock-inscriptions, vol. V:
Artsakh) (Erevan: Arm. SSR Academy of Sciences, 1982), 17.

"> At the Matenadaran is kept a decree by Pedishah Ya’qub Ak Koyunlu (ruled 1478-1490) issued on
April 24, 1487, granting Catholicos Shmavon his rights to the See (The Persian Documents at the
Matenadaran: Decrees, ed. P‘ap‘azyan, Fasc. I, pp. 50-52; for a Russian copy, see Matenadaran,
Catholicosal Archive, fold. 241, doc. 198).

" At the Matenadaran is kept a similar decree by the Safavid Shah Abbas I (ruled 1587-1629) issued in
1606, granting Catholicos Hovhannés his rights to the See, Hakob P‘ap‘azyan, ed., Uwukiunupuith
wwpulbpkl Jukpugpbpp. 1. Zpnjupunwlakp. Prak 2 (1601-1650 ¢'t*) (The Persian Documents at
the Matenadaran, 1: Decrees. Volume 2 [1601-1650]), (Erevan: Matenadaran, 1959), 84-85.

' This information is confirmed by the following inscription found on the southern wall of the Church of
St. John the Baptist in Gandzak: “P dudwtwljt NJuitu Yupninhynuh, pdht 2L (1633) wdh
ohukgu unipp NJutu tlkntght” (The church of St. John was built in the year 1082 at the time of
Ovangs Catholicos), Barkhudaryan, *hywit huy Jhuwgpnipyuir, 227.

" The 1634 decree of Shah Sefi (ruled 1629-1642), wherein he establishes the succession of Catholicos
Grigor following the death of Catholicos Hovhannés is preserved, P‘ap‘azyan, Uwukiunupuih
wwpulbpkl Juybkpugpkpp. 1. Zpndupuwlbbp, 2:110.

" On him, see L. Mkrtumyan, “Qubdwuwph Ywpnphynunipmnitp Nknpnu  vwbdpkgh
Jupennhlnuh opnp” (The Catholicosate of Gandzasar in the Days of Catholicos Petros Khandzk‘ets i),
Lraber hasarakakan gitut ‘yunneri 1 (2000): 88-97.

'” The name Mélkisét* Arashets‘i appears twice in the list.

" Noteworthy details on the circumstances surrounding the elevation of Sim&on Khotorashents‘i to the
Catholicosate are found in a colophon of a Gospel manuscript at the Matenadaran, No. 8965, by the scribe
Grigor the priest: Cunphhit Skwrt Udkbwluwih tr tnpptt oquuljwtnipbwdptl wiwpunbkgur
Epwhpwy b hnghwqupn Uiknwpwbn® poitht (&0 (1675) wuhl, jnihuph wduny oC (18)
unnipl. h kpjhpu Swbdwlwy, h ghonu Lwpwhuwn® pin hnduwibkwe Umipp Uunniwdwsthu: Go
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Lord Yeremiay Chalets‘i — 1125 (1676), in opposition, assumed the
Catholicosate, in evil partnership <and> utter depravity with a certain Bishop Yeghiay, a
Catholicos by name, who consecrated Lord Yeremiay and called <him> Catholicos' —
83

Lord Yesayi K‘olatakets‘i,”" near Gandzasar — 84

Lord Nersgs, a reprobate, absolutely miserable?’ — 1155 (1706) even at this time,
1185 (1736) — 85

Lord Israyél of Greater Kung, who currently looks after the people — 1212
(1763)*> — 86

Artak Maghalyan is a senior researcher at the Matenadaran in Yerevan, Armenia

h puquinpnipbwit wwpuhg Swh Unybjdwihi, b hujpuybnniptut Swiu Unniwhg Skwnt
Uhutouh wdkithdwuwn G uppwimibp Zuypuwbtnh Uppny Upnenjt Qubdwuwpu’ wpwlbpn
Stwnti Mhwnpnuh uppuquit Jupninhynuh tnju jJUpnpny, np h unji wdh thnpjubgun wn
£ppunnnu Bt hwunwnnmt fuwulop uwhdwbbwg, np jEn hipny dwhmit  qUhdkol
pwpmiwybnt  (huhgh Ywpninhinu, np b oquwljwimpbwidp Unipp Znqni b
Judwlgnptudp wdbkbugt dkbwdbdwg Swbu Unniwthg, twbt hpwdwbur puquinphi
wuwpuhg b Uksh Zuypuybnht Skwet 8wlynpuwy wwiphwpghtt Uppny Eodhwsth, np b h unjie
duwdwtiuljh tw tru kp h nmint puquitnphi (fols. 361v-362r). (By the grace of the Almighty Lord and
by His help this thrice wonderful and Spirit-adorned Gospel was completed in the year 1124 [A.D. 1675],
on July 18, in the land of Gandzak, in the village of K arahat, under the roof of Holy Astuatsatsin. It was
during the reign of Shah Suleiman of Persia and the patriarchate of Lord Sim&on of the House of the
Aghuank®, the most-wise and holy Patriarch of the See of Gandzasar, pupil of Lord Petros, Catholicos of
the same See, who in that year was taken to Christ and who had stated in a firm will that after his death the
chief abbot Simé&on should become Catholicos, this with the approval of the Shah of Persia and the great
Patriarch, Lord Hakob, Patriarch of Holy Ejmiatsin, who also at this time was at the Shah’s palace).

" On these events, see L. Mkrtumyan, “Uhutnt ki Bphdhw Jupnnhynuikph «hwljupnpnipjuis
tuinhpp 17-pn 1. Jipphtt punnpnht” (The Problem of the ‘Counter-Sees’ of Catholicoi Simeon and
Yeremia in the Last Quarter of the 17th Century) Ejmiatsin 3 (2000): 75-83. Yeremiay Hasan-Jalalian
died in 1700, as attested by his tombstone: “Uju L bt Gphidhw jwpnnhinuhtt Unniwihg.
Juqgkl Quiyuiy Fojht. (r&Iu@ (1700) pnihu” (This is the sarcophagus of Eremia Catholicos of
Aghuank®, descended from Jalal Dol. 1149); see Barkhudaryan, *hyuilr huy yhumgpnipjuils, 65.

» The renowned historian and activist within the national liberation movement, Esayi Hasan-Jalalian,
whose Catholicosal rights and privileges were established by Shah Sultan Husein of Iran, in a decree of
1701; see K-‘ristine Kostikyan, ed., Uwwklnugupwih wwpulbpki Jukpugpkpp. 1.
Zpnyuipuulabp. Prak 3. (1652-1731 t't") (The Persian Documents at the Matenadaran, 1: Decrees.
Volume 3 [1652-1731]) (Erevan: Zangak-97, 2005), 149-52.

?' On the circumstances surrounding the elevation of Nersés V Jraberts‘i (d. 1763) to the Catholicosate, see
Simeon Erevants‘i, Quipn, 115-20; Eng. trans., Bournoutian, Jambr, 173-78; cf. Barkhudaryan, 2hyuilr
huy Jpdwgpnipyui, p. 227).

2 This line of later information must have been an addition found in the exemplar of the manuscript.



